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Will my Baby have Eczema?  - Information for Parents
Many parents worry that their baby will have eczema, especially if they have had eczema themselves or if they
already have another child with eczema. This leaflet tells you more about the risk of your baby having eczema and
what you may be able to do to reduce that risk.

What is the risk that my baby will have eczema?
There is no sure way of knowing if your baby will have eczema. We do know that the risk of your baby getting eczema
is much greater in families who already have eczema, asthma or hay fever, but as we do not know yet for sure which
genes are linked to eczema, we cannot tell you the exact risk. There are also factors in the environment that will
trigger eczema in a child who is susceptible.

As a rough guide:

• If you as parents and any other of your children do not have eczema, asthma or hay fever, there is about a 1 in 10
chance that your baby could get eczema

• If only one parent has eczema, asthma or hay fever, then there is a 1 in 4 chance that your baby could get eczema

• If both parents have eczema, asthma or hay fever, then there is a 1 in 2 chance that your baby could get eczema

• If another child has eczema, asthma or hay fever, then there is a 1 in 2 chance that your baby could get eczema.

If your child is going to get eczema, he/she is most likely to develop it in the first 2 years of life.

Things you can do which may reduce the risk of your baby getting eczema
During the pregnancy
If your new baby is at high risk of getting eczema because of your family history, there is some proof that bringing
down the level of dust mites around the home may lower that risk. Also, there is some evidence that if you stop eating
peanuts while you are pregnant, this may stop your child developing a peanut allergy. One study has suggested that
a certain type of probiotics ('good' gut bacteria) may help to prevent eczema.

After your baby is born
Diet - There is no real proof that cow’s milk will increase your baby’s risk of getting eczema. Breast-feeding is best
for baby for many reasons but you should not stop the baby having cow’s milk if they need it. Some children with
eczema are allergic to cow’s milk, but this usually becomes clear in the first year of life. Giving your baby solid food
early seems to increase this risk. So we advise that breast-feeding is best but please do not feel guilty if you choose
not to breast-feed. If you do breast-feed, we advise you to carry on with this for at least 6 months, without giving your
baby anything else, as long as the baby has regular weight checks and your diet is varied and you are drinking lots
of fluids.
Weaning - Early weaning is not recommended. In babies with a high risk of getting eczema, wait until at least 6
months of age before solids are introduced if possible. The best first solids are foods that are least likely to cause
allergies, e.g. baby rice, fruits such as apples and pears, and vegetables such as potato. If you would like more
information on weaning, ask to talk with the children’s dietitian. The link between weaning and food allergies has
been studied and it is now suggested that introducing one food group at a time is better and leaving the foods that
most usually cause allergies until last. So, introduce one food at a time. Give it daily for a week before you decide if
it has a bad effect, e.g. skin rash, runny watery smelly poo. If you see an immediate reaction such as swelling and
redness of your baby’s lips and face, do not give that food and talk to your doctor before trying that food again.
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